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IN THE SEI:Q‘ATE OF THE UNITED STATES

MarcH 27, 1888, —Ordered to be printed.
- .

Mr. Davis, from the Committee on Pensiouns, submitted the fol-
‘ Jowing

REPORT:

{'To accompany bill 8. 2356.]

The Committee on Pensions, to whom was veferred, the bill (8. 2356} to pro-
vide o pension for Mrs. Adeline Couzins, have evamined the same and

report: :

The beneficiary of the bill nnder consideration was among the first of
the noble women who left homes of refinewent and ease to minister to
the wants of the wounded and dying during the late civil war.: .Fore-
seeing the desperate character of the conflict, Mrs. Couzins voluntgered
her services a8 nurse as early as April, 1861. When thp news came to
Saint Louls of the disastrous battle of Wilgon's Creek, at which Lyon
fell, she was the first to meet the retreating army and minister to the
wonnded where they were found, shelterless or in eamp, with hospital
stores and_clothing which she had herself, in part, eollected.

Afterwards, until the closs of the war, recognized by the Sanitary
Commission, and, acting under its direction, she continued her labors
thronghout the West and Southwest—labors which, gratuitously ren-
dered, wera priceless in value, and portrayed an equal heroism to that
shown on any field of confiict, Her charity was as broad as it was self-
saerificing; for the Union soldier, the Confederate, and the refugee,
when suffering, were one in her attention and regard. Mer services
are certified to by the Hon. James E. Yeatman, of Sainf Louis, late
president of the Western Sanitary Commission, who, under date of Feb-
ruary 7, 1888, writes as follows to the Hon, Thomas W. Palmer, of the-
Senate: e

It is with very great pleasurc that, as president of the Wastera Sanitory Commis.
gion, I bear testimouy to the great avd valnable services rendered by Mrs. Adeline
Couzins during the war, both in the field and in ospitals, and on our transport boats
bearing the siok and wounded from the varions battle-fields, Among the first vf;the
noble women to volanteer thelr services as nurse was Mrs. Counzins, and she was &yer
ready throaghout the whols period of the war, night and day, through the heat of
summer and the cold of wiuter, to go wherever her gervices were needed; in cmnp
among ihe sick, to the battle-fisld, in the hobpitals, on the river transports; any-
where and everywhere the sick, woanded, and dying needed her ministering services.
She also nureed and served the refugees who were driven from theix homes, and who
gought refuge in our eity and were placed by the Government under the charge of
the Sanitary Commission.

Mra, Couzing’ efforts were not spasmodic ; sho worked steadily. When not in the
field she was looking after the sick in onr hospitals. Her attention was not alone
given to the siek and wounded Union soldiers. Thesick and wounded prisoners whe
were sent o our city in large nambers claimed her attention and care, I presume
there was not & day from the arrival of our first wonnded from the battle of Wilson's
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2 ' MRS, ADELINE COUZINS.

Creek to the close of the war that Mrs, Courine was not engaged in the service of
merey and patriotism, Joan truly say from my personal knowiedge that thera was
no regular paid nurse who rendered grenter or moreé varied service than this noble
and_ patriotic woman, She never received snything or asked for any compensation
for hex valuable services. : : -

If there is any one deserving of recognition for services rendered it is Mrs., Conz-
ins, and I hope Congress will recognize these services, of which she stands greatly in
need in ber old age. She is infirm and a sutferer, and I donbt n¢% from exposure snd
other causes conueoted with the war. )

‘With the sincere hope that Cougress will pass a special bill granting a pensien to
Mrs. Adeline Couzins commensarate with the services rendered ¥ her for & period of
more than three years, I remain, .

Very respectiully, Tx686 E. TEATMAN

President of the Western Sanitary Commission. ]

ot

Testimony to the same purport from others in position to know of the
extent and character of the services performed by this devoted woman

during the war is in the hands of the comumittee, but these services were. :
8o well known and appreciated that it is nob considered necessary to -, -

wmultiply the evidence here. The sacrifices and suffering endured by
Mrs. Couzins were not confined to expenditures of time and money, nor
to the inroads upon her health consequent upon her years of labor and
exposure. At the first battle of Vieksburg, while employed in her
work of mercy, she was struck in her knee by & spent ball from the en-
emy’s breastworks, which, while it did not at the time prevent her min-
istrations to the wounded on the field, has since been a source of pain
and disability, and she carries still the wound which is the badge of her
devoted patriotism and philanthropy. In her old age she iz bereft of
the fortune out of which, twenty-five years ago, she lavishly spent in
the canse of mercy and humanity, ‘

It is proposed by the bill under consideration that the Government
shall contribute towards securing her remaining days from want. The
committee report the bill favorably and recommend its passage.
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Acts of July 14, 1862, and Mareh 3, 1873.
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